Gossypiboma--the problem of the retained surgical sponge.
Commonly used surgical sponges and appliances all have standardized, readily recognized opaque markers visible on radiographs. When these markers are identified on postoperative radiographs, they should be assumed to represent retained surgical sponges or appliances. With the rare exception of thoracotomy dressings, these marked materials are seldom, if ever, used as external bandaging materials. AP and lateral radiographs should provide an immediate answer as to the location of any retained surgical device. The early recognition of these retained surgical sponges should eliminate most complications related to their presence.